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The influx of an increasing diversity of religious groups during the eighteenth
century helped to create the political conditions wherein religious freedom could
become a reality. Large numbers of German Lutherans, Moravians, Mennonites. and
Scots-Irish Presbyterians settled in Pennsylvania, and Methodists and Baptists settled in
virtually all colonies. The established churches could not survive the rising political
power of these growing sectarian groups.
The strength and vitality of the churches in America were in no small measure
the result of the principles of religious freedom and the separation of church and state
embodied in the First Amendment and in the bill of rights of the several state
constitutions. Virtually every state as it came into the Union in the nineteenth century
adopted the principles that the state guaranteed freedom of religious conscience and
that the state would not use public funds to aid or support any churches or their
schools.
In sum, the secularization of public affairs was one of the basic elements in the
modernization process. This did not mean that religious values had to be separated
from political decisions, but it did mean that no longer would the official clerical
institutions be supported by public funds and no longer would the clergy by virtue of
their office be empowered to make political decisions on behalf of the citizens.
Although there were countless twistings and turnings in the road from Cotton Mather's
rule of the sectarian clergy over education in 1700 to the establishment of laicized
state boards of public education in the 1850s, it was a perfectly visible road.
C.   THE SECULAR LAMP OF ENLIGHTENMENT
The eighteenth-century Enlightenment was a reaction against the traditional civiliza-
tion of the old regime in Europe—against absolute monarchy, closed economic
systems, rigid social stratification, religious authoritarianism, an unscientific world
\iew, the doctrine of original sin in human nature, and the domination of intellectual
life by medieval conceptions of knowledge. Underlying this protest was a growing faith
in the powers of man, in science, and in human reason. This age of reason preached the
humanitarian faith in progress that man, by taking thought, could reform his institu-
tions as a means of promoting the general welfare. These currents of thought helped to
shape the pervasive liberal and democratic ideals that came to mark the heartland of
the West. They formed the intellectual pillars upon which the social structures of
modernity rest. As the reformers sought a justification of their revolt against tradi-
tionalism and absolutism, they formulated the conception of natural law and natural
rights as instruments with which to attack all forms of entrenched interests. The
conception of natural law, borrowed from the new science, was applied to human
nature, to society, to economics, to politics, to learning, and to education.
Peter Gay begins his masterly study of the Enlightenment with a perceptive
overview and ends it, appropriately, with a discourse on education:
The men of the Enlightenment united on a vastly ambitious program, a
program of secularism, humanity, cosmopolitanism, and freedom, above all,

